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Financial Health of the System

18.2%
Preliminary 

Market Return 

for Fiscal Year 

Ending June 

30, 2026

$145
Million

IUAL Paid Off 

through 

Act 961 

(Original debt 

created in 1946)

$17 +
Billion

Fund 

Market 

Value*

74.5%

Current

Funded 

Ratio*

*Final investment return and actuarial valuation will be presented to the Board in September and posted on the 
LASERS website.



2026 Cost -of-Living Adjustment (COLA)

 Over 45,000 eligible retirees received a COLA 
effective July 1, 2026.
• Granted in accordance with Louisiana law. 

• Reflected in the July 1 benefit payment.

Looking Ahead
Act 184 (2023) modernized how future COLAs will be funded.

• The Experience Account (gainsharing) has been phased out. 

• Employers now contribute directly to a dedicated COLA account. 

• Future COLAs will be granted when sufficient funding is available and 
upon legislative approval. 

The new funding model is expected to be fully implemented by 2030.

 For more information, visit lasersonline.org/retirees/colas. 



Power of Attorney

• We encourage every member to have a Power of Attorney 
(POA) in place. 

• Without an approved POA on file, LASERS can only discuss 
account information with the member. 

• The POA must include financial authority; medical-only 
POAs cannot be accepted.

• A LASERS Power of Attorney form is available on our website.

LASERS Website > Members > Member Forms > Legal Forms



Important Reminders

 WEP & GPO Repealed in 2025
• The federal Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) and Government Pension Offset 

(GPO) no longer reduce Social Security benefits for eligible retirees. 

 Stay Cyber Safe
• If you receive a suspicious email claiming to be from LASERS, contact us before 

responding or clicking any links.

• 225.922.0600 | 800.256.3000



Important Reminders

 Weekend & Holiday Payments
• When the 1st falls on a weekend or holiday, payment timing depends on your payment 

method and financial institution. 

• Contact LASERS if you have not received your benefit by the first business day.

• August and November payments fall on a weekend.

 myLASERS
• Sign up today! Manage your account, access tax forms, submit documents online, and 

more. Wendy will provide more information in her presentation. 

• mylasers.org 



Visit the Retirees Section

• Find information on: 

• COLAs & Act 184 
• Medicare at Age 65
• Unclaimed Property 
• Benefits and Direct Deposit
• 1099-R Tax Forms
• Cybersecurity
• Frequently Asked Questions
• Resources from Today’s Workshop 

www.lasersonline.org/retirees
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